
IAIA FALL SEMESTER 2020 REOPENING PLAN
The COVID-19 global pandemic has impacted almost every facet of our lives, including colleges 
and universities.  Thus, IAIA’s goal is to reopen our campus for students, faculty and staff in a 
safe and effective manner.  We will continue to prioritize the health of our community while 
preparing a dynamic and flexible educational experience that considers the realities of life during 
this pandemic. Accordingly, we must reimagine the ways in which we deliver our academic 
programs, housing and dining services, and extracurricular activities, gatherings and events. 

We know the 2020 fall semester will be unlike any in our history, requiring flexibility, compassion, 
patience and persistence.  Each of us will be required to act conscientiously in ways that benefit 
our community because this pandemic has taught us that we are all in this together. 

IAIA’s Emergency Operations Center (EOC) team continues to meet weekly to evaluate and 
discuss the college’s on-going response to the COVID-19 health crisis, and updates our plans as 
required.  Our Fall Semester 2020 Reopening Plan is based on the latest medical and scientific 
guidance from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the New Mexico 
Department of Health. 

Campus-Wide Guiding Principles for Reducing Potential Exposure to COVID-19: 

1. Social distancing, protocols will be required to minimize close contact – six feet or more in
distance must be maintained when interacting with other people

2. Facial coverings are required in all public areas when social distancing cannot be
maintained or guaranteed

3. Hand hygiene is required — frequent washing with soap and water or using hand sanitizer
4. Use signage and other communications to remind students, faculty, and staff regarding the

utmost importance of social distancing, hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette.
5. Protective equipment will be provided, e.g. face coverings, barriers, etc.
6. Environmental cleaning and disinfection will take place several times daily, especially in

high traffic areas and high touch surfaces
7. Individual office spaces and desks cannot be shared; maximum capacity will be reduced

for conference rooms and common areas to follow social distancing protocols
8. Meetings in which social distancing cannot be maintained will require the use of virtual 

Zoom technology or other web-based video conferencing tools
9. Require all employees to self-assess before coming to work with symptoms related to

COVID-19 Quarantining of those who are have contracted or who have been exposed
10. Testing and/or isolation required for symptomatic students, faculty and staff and those

coming to campus from out of state or COVID-19 hot spots
11. If weather permits, encourage outdoor activities that are safer than indoor activities
12. Permit remote instruction/telework or make other reasonable accommodations for students

and employees who are at higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19
13. Work with the New Mexico Department of Health to ensure we are able to effectively

respond to and control outbreaks
14. Campus spaces and buildings will be open only for official college or university business

and will not be open to the general public
15. Protocols will be developed for communicating with students, faculty, and staff who have

come into close/sustained contact with a person with COVID-19 and if cases are diagnosed
in the IAIA community

16. Contingency plans will be developed for an on-campus outbreak (quarantine of students/ Meal
delivery, contact tracing on campus)

17. Out-of-state travel is restricted and must be approved by the IAIA president.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://cv.nmhealth.org/
https://cv.nmhealth.org/


Academic Division 
 

• Classrooms and studios will be rearranged, and class sizes limited  to permit social 
distancing, resulting in a reduction in the  number of courses and overall student 
enrollment on campus.   This may include changes to traffic flow, desk or chair 
arrangements, or maximum capacity. 

• Modify the physical layout of classrooms and studios to permit students to maintain at 
least six feet of distance between one another and the instructor(s).  

• Physical barriers are acceptable instead of, or in addition to, six feet or more of spacing 
between people.  

• For settings with higher risk of spread, such as laboratories, computer labs, 
music/performance classes smf studios, implement enhanced measures such as greater 
physical distancing, physical barriers (e.g. clear plastic), increased fresh air ventilation, 
moving outdoors, and enhanced cleaning measures. 

• IAIA has made the following adjustments to the course schedule to ensure the safety and 
health of faculty members and students for the Fall semester:  

1. Sixty-eight percent of courses will be offered exclusively on online. 
2. Twelve percent of courses will be offered in-person during the first eight weeks in 

an accelerated schedule.  This will provide students who require access to studios 
and specialized equipment, eight weeks concentrated to complete their hands-on 
assignments and work.    

3. Twenty percent of the courses will consist of a hybrid format – eight weeks in 
person on campus for selected studio arts and film courses with access to the 
studios and specialized equipment. The courses will then transition to online 
delivery in the second eight-weeks 

 
Student Life Division 
 

• Using social media and other communication strategies, the Student Life Division will 
collaborate with the Associated Student Government leadership to work with clubs to 
implement Covid-19 safe practices 

• Continue to research ways to engage students in campus life 
• Ongoing outreach to support student wellbeing through counseling, training, workshops 

and seminars 
• Daycare services will reopen on August 10 to coincide with the Fall Semester college 

opening. 
 

Residence Center Housing 
 

• In order to implement social distancing, The Residence Center will operate at 50% 
maximum capacity.  

• Only one person will be assigned to a double occupancy room, but will be charged at the 
shared occupancy rate 

• Priority for space in the Residence Center will be given to Seniors registered for on 
campus Studio Arts and Cinematic Arts Classes followed by Incoming new freshmen 
registered in on campus classes  

• The Residence Center common areas for both floors will be updated to Covid19 social 
distancing guidelines, with Kitchens Closed   

• The Residence Center communal bathrooms will be closed 
• Implement a policy regarding quarantine procedures applicable to both the Residence 

Center and the family housing apartments complex. 



• Implement as part of the initial application review and approval process, a screening 
measure that requires all incoming residents to identify alternative housing options in 
case the campus is required to close early due to an outbreak of COVID-19 

• Hall meetings, on-campus laundry rooms and van transportation will have sign-up lists to 
encourage social distancing 

• An Increase frequency of van transportation will be implemented to accommodate 
students. 

Family Housing Apartments Complex 
 
• Families, as defined in the 2019-2020 IAIA Family Housing Handbook, will continue to 

receive priority assignment status until the end of July housing application deadline.  
• Vacant family housing units will be used to house two graduating, senior students. 

Student Success Center and Admissions 

• SSC Lobby/Kitchen area are closed   
• Learning Lab Sessions be limited to four people and online sessions will continue 
• Summer Bridge Program, New Student & Transfer Orientation are online. 

 
Bon Appetit Café 
 
• Will reopen to serve on campus students with Covid19 safe practices in place 
• The café will be cashless and without self-service or buffet 
• Redesigned layouts for seating arrangements will permit social distancing 
• In cases of quarantined students, Bon Appetit will ensure that  meals can be prepared 

and delivered in disposable, to-go containers.  

Museum 
 

• Phased re-opening: staff returned to work in May in phase one, the second phase will 
begin in July when open to the public at 25% capacity and in the third phase access will 
be available for interactive and interpretive areas as well as tours and school groups 

• In order to reduce staff exposure, hours will be limited to the public in the second phase   
• Delay scheduling of social gatherings, receptions and openings until phase three 
• Expand digital footprint by creating online only versions of previous exhibits, if possible.  
• All touch screen devices will be disabled and covered with plexiglass 
• Hands-on exhibits will be roped off and inaccessible 
• Limit seating and showings in Helen Hardin Gallery 
• Signage placed throughout museum to remind visitors of protocols. 

 
Museum Store 

 
• Online pre-purchase admission the museum will be encouraged for all visitors 
• Timed tickets will be sold that are booked and purchased in advance 
• If ticket purchasers are ill with a fever or have other symptoms, the ticket price will be 

either refunded or honored at a future date 
• Face coverings required for staff and visitors within indoor spaces. 
• Disposable face coverings will be available upon request and free of charge 
• Limit capacity in the museum to follow guidelines established by the New Mexico 

Department of Health    



• Request visitors refrain from touching gift shop items or the visitor information brochures 
unless they are acquiring the item.  

• Signage outside of building that lists protocols for the museum and store. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Dr. Robert Martin, 
 
IAIA President 
 

 
 

 




