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NEW MEXICO HIGHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

MICHELLE Lujan GRsate STEPHANE RODRIGUEZ
Govennos AcTinG Casmer SecaeTany

November 13, 2020

MEMORANDUM

0 private Post-Secondary Institution Admiristrators

FROM: Stephanie Rodrigues, Acting Cabinet Secretary, New Mexico Higher Education Department

RE Public Health Order and Higher Education Insttutions

‘Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham and state health officials announced 3 temporary reissuance of  statewide.
public health order closing in-person services for all non-essential actvtes in order to blunt the unprecedented
spike of COVID-19 linesses, and to attempt to relieve dramatically escalating srain on hospitals and health care.
providers across the state.

The heigftened restrctions statewide, enacted through an amended emergency public health order ssued by the.
New Mexico Department of Health, will be in effect for two weeks, effective Monday, November 16, through
"Monday, November 30. Given the short ntice provided for the new public health order, the New Mexico Higher
Education Department wil work with pubic colleges, universities, and special schools to move instruction and
operations to  remote format for the remainder of the Fall semester following the Thanksgving holiday.
Exceptions vill be made for healthcare and vocational cinical actvities required for program licensure.

Private post-secondary insttutions may continue to operate at 25 percent of the maximum occupancy of any
enclosed space on the campus, as determined by the relevant fire marshal o fire department. Every private and
public higher education institution s responsible for ensuring students, faculty, and staff members follow all
public health orders, executive orders and COVID:safe practices, which include mandatory face coverings, proper
Socialdistancing, and frequent sanitzing of hands and shared spaces.

Across both private and public sectors, non-essential personnel should begin working remotely beginning
"Monday, November 16,or the carfist date possible.

Residence lfe and housing operations for students can remain open during this time. All New Mexicans, including.
Students and familis residing on-campus, must stay at home except for outings that are essential o health,
safety, and welfare. Students can continue o attend essential hybrid and in-person classes or untl remote.
learning becomes available.

Thark you for your ongoing support in protecting New Mexicans as we face the challenges ahead. If you have any.
questions, please contact the New Mexico Higher Education Department at NIHED, COVID@state.nm.us. The
emailis moritored regularly and a representative willrespond promptly.
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