
 

March 1st, 2021 

New Mexico Senate 
Finance Committee  
490 Old Santa Fe Trail  
Santa Fe, NM 87501  

Buenos dias les de Dios, 

My name is Lupita Salazar and I am the Executive Director of the Northern Youth Project, we offer 
free arts, agriculture, and leadership programming to rural youth in northern New Mexico. There 
are so many obstacles for youth in our area to obtain higher education, I think funding towards 
scholarships is an amazing way to support our next generation, and am writing to support S.B. 135, 
the New Mexico Opportunity Scholarship Act. 

State-funded college tuition programs like the Opportunity Scholarship make a difference in the 
lives of our youth and families. So many youth are in between work, college, and graduating high 
school, unable to afford moving on to higher education, falling into negative life cycles. Education 
and youth programs are imperative to keep these youth connected, and to encourage them to 
develop themselves to become the leaders of tomorrow. As well as strong mentors and counselors 
at higher education facilities to mentor first generation college students, or those who need extra 
support. 

With the passage of S.B. 135, we can restore access to tuition-free college for thousands of New 
Mexico students, and extend this benefit for the first time to returning adult learners and part-time 
students, who often do not qualify for other scholarships. These include youth in our program that 
have other jobs, family obligations, or that are young mothers.  

The Opportunity Scholarship also compliments the Lottery Scholarship by closing the tuition gap 
for Lottery-eligible students, and also expands the impact of federal aid benefits for students by 
freeing up remaining aid for expenses like books, transportation, and childcare, which are often 
barriers to accessing education.  
 
Thank you for your commitment to helping New Mexico’s students. I appreciate your consideration 
of this important legislation. 

Sincerely,  

 

Ana Maria “Lupita” Salazar, Executive Director, Northern Youth Project 


