
 

 
New Mexico Senate Finance Committee  

490 Old Santa Fe Trail  

Santa Fe, NM 87501  

Greetings, 

My name is Billie Bolton; I am the President of the Board of the Embudo Valley Tutoring Association that provides free tutoring 

to children and youth from 6 schools in Taos and Rio Arriba Counties.  I am writing to urge you to support S.B. 135, the New 

Mexico Opportunity Scholarship Act. 

New Mexico, as you know, is 50th in education in the United States.  Local youth have many obstacles to overcome in order 

to attain a college degree.  Mostly, this is due to a lack of tuition money and the support that allows people to attend college, 

and failure to meet the requirements for current grants.  S.B. 135, The Opportunity Scholarship, addresses all these problems.  

It makes it possible for students in different types of life situations to qualify for grant money.  This is important since all people 

do not start college at the same time, and many students have to work and take care of children at the same time that they are 

attending college classes.  This bill addresses the real-life challenges of different kinds of students.  When this fund was cut in 

the last session, it severely reduced opportunities for our youth, and reduced the future income of the state.  This must be 

rectified.  

With the passage of S.B. 135, we can restore access to tuition-free college for thousands of New Mexico students, and extend 

this benefit for the first time to returning adult learners and part-time students, who often do not qualify for other scholarships.  

The Opportunity Scholarship also compliments the Lottery Scholarship by closing the tuition gap for Lottery-eligible students, 

and also expands the impact of federal aid benefits for students by freeing up remaining aid for expenses like books, 

transportation, and childcare, that can often be barriers to accessing education.  

 

With the full recommended amount of $46 million, we can help up to 50,000 New Mexicans make the dream of a college 

degree a reality, and bring an additional $175 million in revenue to our state via their contributions as taxpayers and savings to 

public assistance programs.  

 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to helping New Mexico’s students. I appreciate your time and consideration of this 

important legislation. 

Sincerely,  

 

Billie Bolton 

President of the Board 

Embudo Valley Tutoring Association 


